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Staff 
Mrs Faye Meridew – Class Teacher, Foundation Stage Lead, Phonics Subject  Leader & 
PTA Staff Member  teaching in class on Monday and Tuesday and alternate Wednesdays. 
Miss Sophie Webb – Class Teacher & Geography and Outdoor Learning Subject Leader 
teaching in class on alternate Wednesdays, all day Thursday and Friday. 
Mrs Julie Keech - Classroom Teaching Assistant working with the class every day. 
Mrs Karen Brown – Higher Level Teaching Assistant working with the class every 

Wednesday afternoon to support teaching and learning as well as teaching the class for 

the final hour every Wednesday afternoon to cover Mrs Meridew and Miss Webb’s PPA 

time. 

 

Our Class 

There are 24 children in our class. Classroom organisation is a mixture of whole class, 

group, paired and individual teaching. Groupings are flexible and change to reflect the 

work being undertaken. The children will be learning to be as independent as possible 

from the very first day. This is achieved through the resources being accessible so they can 

be in charge of getting them out, looking after them and tidying them away, taking 

responsibilities for their own actions and thinking with initiative. They are also expected to 

hang up their coats on their own and to take care of their own belongings, learning early 

on where objects “live”. We also encourage the children to dress independently as this fills 

the children with pride when they have achieved it. We are hopeful that the same 

expectations are encouraged and supported at home.  

 

Expectations 

Each child is expected to ‘try his/her best’ in every aspect of their school life, including 

class-work, behaviour and attitude to others. Our system of rewards and sanctions in the 

classroom is very clear to the children.  Every day is a new day.  We create a classroom that 

is well organised with established routines. We have school and classroom rules which 

help us all to understand the levels of expectation required to keep our classroom a happy 

place to learn. We have an exciting and encouraging Starling Challenge, which rewards the 

children for completing one challenge a day from different areas of the curriculum. If 

children complete each of the five challenges (set weekly) they will receive a Starling 

Challenge sticker, which are given out on Friday afternoons. We display the children’s 

pieces of work on the various display boards around the classroom to make them feel a 

part of the classroom community whilst creating a colourful and stimulating environment. 

The children will be rewarded throughout the year with stickers and merit certificates. All 



  

children are expected to try their best at all times and to support their peers when 

necessary. We encourage the children to work together as a team. We have a mindful 

moment area in the classroom where the children can take themselves away from the 

hubbub of the room if they need a quiet moment to reflect. 

You will already be aware that the children are in 4 houses (either Scafell Pike, Ben Nevis, 

Snowdon or Carrauntoohil). House points (gold coins) are awarded to children for special 

achievements and trying their best in their work and their behaviour.  

 

 

 

Communication 

Your child has been given a Reading Record Booklet. Please make a short record in here 

every time you hear your child read.  This book can also be a way for you to communicate 

day-to-day messages with staff in Starling Class, e.g. changes to home time routines.  

Should you require to pass on a more detailed message, please write a short separate 

note, or do so via the school office (Office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk.)  Please date all 

messages.  Thank you for your help with this. Please ensure that you report absences 

(planned or otherwise) to the office by telephone or in person.  

The office needs to be informed of any changes to home arrangements by lunchtime at the 

very latest. 

Please make sure you read ‘The Star’ every week to keep up-to-date with general school 

news and information specific to Starling Class. The school website is full of useful 

information. We have a Reception class page where we post information about the work 

we have been doing in class, along with photos of lessons, school projects and special 

events, a class timetable and news about our curriculum themes. 

 

Parent Consultations  

There are regular timetabled meetings with parents throughout the school year: 

15th & 17th October 
Individual meeting after school to discuss 
settling in/exchange of information (10mins). 

10th & 12th March Main consultation to discuss progress. (15 mins)  

July End of year written reports  
 

Assessment 

The Foundation Stage begins in Nursery and continues through to Reception. We help the 

children to learn through playing, exploring and being active. This means children will take 
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part in a range of fun, practical activities; some of which are adult led, some guided by 

adults and most will be child-initiated.   

 

We follow the EYFS Framework which explains how and what your child will be learning.  It 

is very flexible so it can be adapted to the children’s needs and interests. Your child will be 

learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their understanding through 7 

areas of learning. All are vital and inter-connected.  

The 3 Prime Areas: Personal, Social and Emotional development, Communication and 

Language and Physical Development. The 4 Specific Areas are Literacy, Maths, 

Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design. 

Each of these areas will be implemented through planned, purposeful play and through a 

mix of adult led and child-initiated activity. Your child will be assessed in these areas, based 

on their individual development and needs. The children will also share their achievements 

with you in their Learning Journey during Parent Consultations and at the end of the school 

year. You will be able to access your child’s learning journey daily whilst the blue door is 

open. 

 
 

 

Physical Education 

P.E. takes place daily.  Please ensure your child’s P.E. kit is in school all week – timetables 

sometimes change, often at short notice! The children need to bring named P.E kit in a 

separate bag: plain black, blue or white shorts, t-shirt (in house colours if desired) and 

socks and a change of shoes (preferably trainers) for outdoors. Indoor P.E. is barefoot 

(unless medically advised otherwise). Since we will be going outside for PE in most 

weathers, children will also need jogging bottoms and sweatshirts (without hoods) to wear 

in colder weather. For Health & Safety reasons, children should remember to bring hair 

ties for long (below shoulder length) hair. We actively discourage wearing jewellery 

(including earrings) on PE days – children will be required to remove any jewellery before 

participating in P.E. lessons. We will send P.E. kits home during the last week of each half 

term. Swimming takes place in the second half of the summer term and notice of clothing 

required will be given nearer the time. 

 

Helping your child at home  

Maths: We are particularly keen for your child to be confident in Maths and you have a key 

role to play in this. Please take any opportunity to use number skills in everyday life e.g. 



  

count on the way to school – forwards and backwards, use money (pennies), use time 

language, have an understanding of weight and length, play numerical board games etc. It 

can make such a difference to a child’s confidence levels if they see that Maths is fun and 

not something to be scared of! Please reinforce this message at home! Your child has a 

blue zipped wallet within their Homework Folder. Each week a new challenge or task will 

be sent home to reinforce your child’s Mathematical learning from school. This is 

unmarked work however it is in your child’s best interest to attempt the challenges. 

 

Reading: Encourage your child to read to you every week if possible. Listen to them read, 

or read together and then discuss the book together. This ensures that your child has fully 

understood what they have read.  Books will be changed on Mondays and Fridays.  

Children will be able to change a school library book which they have chosen every 

Wednesday. Your child has a yellow zipped wallet within their Homework folder. Each 

week new high frequency words will be added for your child to learn. If you are confident 

that your child can read the words within their wallet, please write a note in their reading 

record booklet to let us know and we will check them. 

 

Phonics: Phonics is extremely important in developing early reading skills and confidence. 

We will be teaching Phonics daily to develop listening skills and then to learn both 

phonemes and graphemes. If you would like to know more about how phonics is taught in 

school then please make a note of the following date:- 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your child has a red zipped wallet within their Homework folder. The children will receive 
four sounds a week to learn alongside their Phonics Phase Two teaching. Please practise 
these with your child weekly. 
 
Every Friday your child will receive blank ‘Wow’ moment slips. These are for you to record 
anything amazing that your child has done. This could be learning to swim without arm 
bands, writing a shopping list or making their own bed etc. We love to hear about all of 
their achievements and will read them out in class to help celebrate. 

Phonics Workshop 

Wednesday 30th October - 9.00am in the School Hall 

Join us for coffee after school drop off and see how your child learns to read using phonics. 



  

 

Show and Tell 

To begin with each child has an individual day for Show and Tell. This is on the sticker on 

the front of this pack. For the first Show and Tell, children will be asked to talk about 

themselves and their family. We would like to make a book of families for the children in 

the class, which they can refer to if they want or need to. Please provide a family photo 

which you are happy for us to stick inside a book which will be on display in the classroom 

for the children to use. After half term Show and Tell will take place on Friday afternoons 

only and will be in colour groups (these are different to House colours) as follows: 

Red Cherries 

1st November 

10th January 

24th April 

Yellow Bananas 

8th November 

17th January 

1st May 

Green Apples 

15th November 

24th January 

8Th May 

Purple Grapes 

22nd November 

31st January 

15th May 

 

Parental Help 

If you would like to help out in the classroom, please let Mrs Meridew or Miss Webb know. 

We can arrange for you to collect a voluntary helpers’ application form from the School 

Office, which needs completing and returning to the school. When you return the 

completed form, you will also need to bring in proof of I.D (3 items from the DBS approved 

list). We will then set up the electronic application for you to complete. If you do not have 

access to a computer or the internet at home, then we will do it in school with you. You 

may be involved in reading, sound checking, word testing, playing, art activities, swimming, 

trips, helping to mend or make costumes for the Nativity, welly walks or maybe you have a 

special talent that you could share with us! Please remember that if you do help either 

within the classroom or in the school, anything seen or heard relating to an individual 

should be kept confidential and not discussed outside school. 

If you have any questions about anything please speak to us after school or email us via 

the school office:- 

 

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

 

 



  

Starling Top Tips 

• Water bottles are not needed as the children have access to water throughout the 

day, but may bring them if necessary 

• Children are to be dropped off and collected at the blue door every day. We are 

trialling the collection at the end of the day from the blue door until Christmas and 

will review it and let you know if this changes 

• On Wednesdays the children will be getting changed for their PE session, so please 

put them in clothes which they are able to dress themselves independently 

• Each week we will update the Star Newsletter, so please read the Starling Class 

section for up to date news, upcoming events and to hear what we have been 

learning about that week 

• In the week beginning Monday 14th October (last week before half term) the 

children will be thinking about what they can do now which they couldn’t do before. 

To help with this they will be asked to bring in a booklet of photographs or pictures 

showing what they could do when they were aged one, two, three and four. If you 

need help with this, then please ask a member of the Starling Class Team 

• Welly walks will begin after half term (week beginning Monday 28th October). The 

day is yet to be confirmed, each child will need a pair of wellies and a complete 

change of suitable outdoor clothing appropriate for all weathers 

• We think homework is best completed in short sharp sessions of around 5 to 10 

minutes daily. We would suggest looking at the reading book Monday and Friday 

(this coincides with the changing of books), Tuesday practise High Frequency Words, 

Wednesday Maths activities and Thursday Phonics (this coincides with new sounds 

being added to the wallet). This is just a suggestion and may work differently within 

each family 

 


